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A Reconsideration of the Descriptions of the Usage Constraint of
Soo da ‘it appears’:

Including its Treatment in Japanese Language Teaching

Tetsuya Miyaguchi

(Okayama University of Science)

The purpose of this paper is to reconsider the previous studies’ descriptions regarding the
(in)appropriateness of the use of a Japanese modal expression soo da ‘it appears’ and to present an
alternative explanation based its original function. In previous studies, it is often described that soo da cannot
be used with adjectives that express appearance such as kirei ‘beautiful,” and similar explanations have been
adopted in Japanese language teaching. However, in reality, it is not difficult to find cases where soo da is
actually used with such adjectives, and describing those specific adjectives as unusable is not appropriate.
Based on the perspective that the essential function of soo da lies in describing an “unconfirmed” situation,
this paper examines the examples of kirei soo da ‘it appears beautiful” observed in the corpus to see how
they are actually used. The paper argues that the (in)appropriateness of soo da is determined not by specific
adjectives but rather by whether the situation mentioned is unconfirmed for the speaker. As an application
to Japanese language teaching, the paper also proposes a new instructional method for soo da based on this
viewpoint.

Keywords: soo da, appearance, Japanese language teaching, modality
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