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The Role of Courses Related to Japanese Linguistics
in the Training of Teachers of Japanese as a National Language

and Teachers of Japanese as an Additional Language

Kaori Sasai
(Okayama University of Science)

The Department of Secondary Education in the Faculty of Education at Okayama University of Science
is working to develop human resources with both a teaching license of Japanese as a national language and
teaching qualifications of Japanese as an additional language, which has become a pressing issue in recent
years as the number of students requiring Japanese language instruction in elementary, junior high, and
senior high schools has increased. Based on the results of a questionnaire survey, the role of courses related
to Japanese linguistics was clarified for students enrolled in both the Japanese as a national language teacher
training course and the Japanese as an additional language teacher training course. As a result, it became
clear that courses related to Japanese linguistics enable students to objectively recognize the Japanese
language as a single “language,” that they function practically as a knowledge base for mock classes in
Japanese as an additional language education and for teaching practice, and that they function as test
preparation for Japanese as an additional language teacher’s certification. On the other hand, the content of
courses related to Japanese linguistics is not considered in training of teachers of Japanese as a national
language, suggesting that there is little connection between the field of Japanese linguistics and learning in
Japanese as a national language in the students' awareness.

Keywords: Courses related to Japanese linguistics, Training of teachers of Japanese as a national language,

Training of teachers of Japanese as an additional language, Training of teachers of Japanese as
an additional language in faculty of education
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