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A Study on the Comprehension of Souda ‘it appears’ Among
Intermediate Japanese Learners: Along with the Effects of Re-

instruction

Tetsuya Miyaguchi

(Okayama University of Science)

The sentence-ending expression souda ‘it appears’ is a grammatical item introduced in Japanese language
education from the middle to late stages of the beginner level. This expression is one of many modality
expressions and is considered challenging for learners to acquire because it is easily confused with the
hearsay expression souda ‘they say,” which shares the same form but differs in terms of connections and
usage. In this study, we examined to what extent intermediate learners understand the connections and usage
of souda based on a questionnaire survey. The results revealed that, in terms of connections, many learners,
particularly with na-adjectives, confuse souda with the hearsay expression souda. In terms of usage, it was
found that learners often struggle to clearly distinguish between contexts where souda is appropriate and
those where it is not, indicating limited understanding of its usage. Furthermore, when re-instruction
focusing on the appropriate contexts for using souda was conducted using illustrations, a significant
improvement in learners' comprehension was observed before and after the instruction.

Keywords: Japanese language education, souda, appearance, hearsay, modality
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