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The Potential of Japanese Linguistics-Related Courses to Bridge
Education of Japanese as a National Language and Education of

Japanese as an Additional Language

Kaori Sasai !, Koji Matsuura 2
(‘Faculty of Education' ?Faculty of Life Science, Okayama University of Science)

Japanese linguistics is expected to hold the potential to “bridge” Education of Japanese as a national
language and Education of Japanese as an additional language (Mori Atsushi 2024). This study attempts to
verify, through concrete data, what it means to “bridge” these two fields. Using KHCoder, nouns extracted
from selected texts were analyzed, the nouns were tagged with Japanese linguistics, Education of Japanese
as a national language, Education of Japanese as an additional language, and the relationship of the three
fields was visualized by Venn diagrams.

The verification revealed that the differences between Education of Japanese as a national language and
Education of Japanese as an additional language are substantial. While insights from Japanese linguistics
are indeed present in both domains, it was suggested that this presence is merely as a common element—
knowledge about modern Japanese. Given the substantial differences between Education of Japanese as a
national language and Education of Japanese as an additional language, the significance of “connecting”
them through shared Japanese linguistic insights is likely limited. Therefore, it is necessary to reconsider the
meaning of “bridge” these two fields. By focusing efforts on more firmly linking Japanese linguistics with
Education of Japanese as a national language and Japanese linguistics with Education of Japanese as an
additional language, Japanese linguistics-related subjects could contribute to more effective learning.

Keywords: Japanese linguistics, Education of Japanese as a national language, Education of Japanese as an
additional language, KHCoder
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