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Deepening Learner Understanding through Interactive
Activities : Qualitative Differences in the Formation of Qualities

and Competencies Observed in Different Activity Designs

Itsue Tanigawa
(Okayama University of Science)

This practice aims to foster attitudes that respect the backgrounds and diversity of Japanese language
learners and attend to individual differences in the early stages of teacher training programs. Recognizing that
conventional exchange activities tend to focus on teaching skills such as vocabulary selection and explanation
strategies, this study designed a three-stage learning process grounded in Lave and Wenger's situated learning
theory while incorporating the "life history" methodology from sociology.

The process involved: (1) sharing inquiries about Japanese language education within a community of
practice, (2) peripheral participation in classes and exchange activities, and (3) writing life histories of
international students enrolled in undergraduate programs (JLPT N2 level or above). Students conducted one-
on-one interviews, transcribing narratives without interpretation or evaluation, faithfully recording the words
spoken in the moment.

Through this process, students' focus shifted from technical aspects such as "how to teach effectively" to
understanding learners as individuals with unique experiences and narratives. This attitudinal transformation can
be conceptualized not as internal individual change but as a trajectory wherein participation in the community of
practice deepens from peripheral to increasingly legitimate engagement, fostering the development of essential

teacher dispositions for Japanese language education.

Keywords: Situated Learning Theory, Legitimate Peripheral Participation, International Students' Life Histories,
Diversity Understanding
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